5/30/2018 


New ANA Virtual Museum Exhibit Features Spectacular NGC-Certified Commemoratives I NGC 


Join NGC 


30 ut Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 


New ANA Virtual Museum 
Exhibit Features Spectacular 
NGC-Certified Commemoratives 

Posted on 7/7/2010 

This online exhibit describes the early US commemorative coins. 

The American Numismatic Association (ANA) has launched a new online exhibit in 
the ANA Virtual Money Museum. The ANA collection consists of approximately 
225,000 numismatic objects from the earliest invention of money to the modern 
day. Since only a small selection of these items can be displayed at any given time 
at the ANA Money Museum in Colorado Springs, online exhibits in the Virtual 
Money Museum allow other portions and temporary exhibits to be more widely 
shared. 

Illustrated with the finest known NGC-graded coins, this newest exhibit describes 
the early US commemorative coins. From 1892 through 1954, Congress authorized 
the US Mint to strike 157 silver and gold commemoratives to recognize 53 different 
events, occasions and individuals. The result was a beautiful series that artfully 
celebrated American history. 

These coins ranged in denomination from 25 cents (issued in 1893 for the World's 
Columbian Exposition) to $50 (struck in 1915 for the Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition). However, the silver half dollar was by far the most common 
denomination used. The collection shown online consists of extraordinary, quality 
examples of the silver issues, many of which are graced with a vibrant, multi-color 
patina. To view this collection, visit Early Commemorative Coins of the United 
States. 
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Variety vs. Mint Error 

Posted on 7/8/2010 

Is your coin a variety or a mint error? 

Are you confused about varieties and mint errors? Are you unsure which varieties 
NGC recognizes? We will attempt to shed some light on the subject. 

Variety 

A variety is a coin that differs from its basic design type in some distinctive way and 
is thus differentiated by collectors. 

The 1960 D/D Sm/Lg Date 1C VP-001 is one such example of 
a variety. This coin was hubbed first with a large date design, 
then hubbed again with a small date design. Doubling mostly 
on the inside of date especially on “960.” 

What types of varieties does NGC recognize? 

• All varieties listed in the VarietyPlus® Catalog (available online) 

• Most Cherrypicker varieties by FS numbers 

• Half cents by Cohen numbers 

• Large cents by Sheldon (1793-1814) and Newcomb (1816-57) numbers 

• Half dimes (1794-1837) by Logan-McCloskey numbers 

• Dimes (1796-1837) by John Reich numbers 

• Quarter dollars (1796-1838) by Browning numbers 

• Half dollars (1794-1836) by Overton numbers 

• Silver dollars (1794-1804) by Bowers-Borckardt and Bolender numbers 

• Selected silver dollars (1878-1935) by VAM numbers (limited to 8TF, 7/8TF, 

TOP-100 and HOT-50 varieties, as well as only those others listed on 

VarietyPlus. 

• Seated Liberty Dimes by Fortin numbers (Top 100 only). 

For a comprehensive listing of varieties we recognize, visit 

www.NGCcoin.com/VPcategories. Specific coin details are a benefit of a paid NGC 
Collectors Society membership. 



Join NGC 


https ://www.ngccoin .com/news/article/1655/Variety-versus-Mint-Error/ 


1/3 










5/30/2018 


Variety vs. Mint Error I NGC 


To receive a variety attribution with uncertified coins being submitted for grading, 
simply choose VarietyPlus services on your submission form, fill in the column for 
that line with the type of variety you're seeking (Overton, VAM, VP, etc.) or, if 
known, the exact variety number. 

Note: NGC does not attribute as varieties coins that display Strike Doubling, 
Abrasion Doubling, Die Deterioration Doubling, Master Die Doubling (doubling that 
is found on all coins produced from that master die), insignificant die chips, breaks 
or cracks, or any variety coin that falls under mint tolerances for doubling or normal 
die wear. 

Mint Error 

Coins with major mint errors as a result of human or mechanical error during 
manufacturing. 

For the most part, mint error coins fall under one of three headings: Planchet, Die 
or Strike. However, some coins are the product of multiple errors. The following are 
some examples of error coins in these categories: 

Planchet Errors 

• Clipped Planchet - An incomplete coin missing 10-25% or more of the metal. 

• Blank or Planchet - A blank of metal not struck with dies. 

• Wrong Planchet - A coin struck on a planchet intended for another 
denomination or of the wrong metal. 

Die Errors 

• Defective Die - Coin has raised metal from a large die crack or small rim 
break. The unstruck area is commonly known as a cud. 

Dies may be damaged in other ways, such as having some foreign matter 
compressed into their surfaces, like bits of wire or fibers. 

Strike Errors 

• Multiple Strike - Coin has multiple images from being struck again off-center. 

• Off-center - Coin has been struck out of collar and incorrectly centered with 
part of the design missing. 

• Broadstrike - A coin struck outside of the retaining collar as a result of the 
collar jamming or otherwise failing to enclose the planchet. 

• Brockage - Mirror image of the design impressed on the opposite side of the 
same coin as a result of a coin adhering to the die face. Coins will be either 
two-headed or two-tailed. 
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NGC does not recognize as mint error coins those with minor die chips, breaks and 
rotations, etc., that fall within our interpretation of mint tolerance. The determination 
of what constitutes a mint error is at the discretion of NGC. 

For additional information on US mint error coins, see US Mint Error Coins in the 
NGC Coin Encyclopedia. 

Hopefully, this information will clarify whether your coin is a variety or mint error. 
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Posted on 7/14/2010 


With the summer coin season upon us, it appears that bullion coins will lead the 
way for the next couple of months. 


Bullion sales are supporting the overall coin market as dealers report that more 
than 50 percent of their sales comprise modern bullion coins and related items. 
Keep in mind that some dealers do not participate in the bullion market and think 
business is still good. Of course, most of them deal in high-quality collector coins or 
high-end rarities, and the collectors unaffected by the weak economy have plenty of 
money to spend on coins that only come along occasionally. Even though gold has 
been swinging back and forth the last couple of months, it has managed to break 
two highs in the last two weeks. Many analysts feel that the $1,260 mark was an 
important breakout and the next stage is $1,275. Keep a close watch on the metals 
when buying into this market. 


Recent coin shows were much better than expected. Long Beach began the month 
with bullion very strong. Activity at this show was enthusiastic throughout but the 
lack of several major dealers seemed to curtail some of the typical wholesale 
business. It appeared that most of the visitors were interested in bullion-related 
coins and that Gold Eagles, 2009 UHR and Proof Gold Buffalo coins topped their 
lists. The Heritage Signature Sale provided dealers and collectors with many 
opportunities to acquire specific rarities, with nearly $10 million in prices realized. 
The following is a short list of highlights from this sale. For a complete list of prices 
realized, please contact Heritage at www.ha.com 


Denomination 

1856 Flying Eagle Cent 
1914-D Lincoln Cent 
1955/55 Lincoln Cent 
1910 Lincoln Cent 


Grade 

NGC PR 64 
NGC MS 66 Red 
PCGS MS 65 Red 
NGC PR 67 Red 


Price Realized 

$15,525 

$27,600 

$32,200 

$17,250 
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1917-S Buffalo Nickel 

NGC MS 67 

$40,250 

1916-D Mercury Dime 

PCGS MS 65 FB 

$48,875 

1866 Seated Dollar W/Motto 

NGC PR 67*Cameo 

$69,000 

1891-0 Morgan Dollar 

PCGS MS 65 DMPL 

$57,500 

1892-0 Morgan Dollar 

PCGS MS 65 DMPL 

$57,500 

1859 $3 Gold 

NGC PR 65 Ultra Cameo 

$49,450 

1796 $10 Gold 

NGC AU 53 

$57,500 

1883 $10 Gold 

NGC PR 65 Ultra Cameo 

$48,888 

1927-S $20 Saint 

PCGS MS 63 

$41,688 


Dealers heavily attended the Whitman Baltimore Show, but public attendance was 
not as robust as expected. Wholesale trading began with intensity but quickly tired, 
and a lack of new material kept most dealers anchored at their tables waiting for 
something to happen. Retail dealers reported some business, but most felt the 
show was quite typical for the summer. Stack’s hosted the official auction with 
prices realized of over $2.5 million. Listed below are some of the more important 
highlights of this sale. For complete prices realized, please contact Stack’s at 
www.stacks.com 


Denomination 

Grade 

Price Realized 

1872 Two Cent 

PCGS MS 61 BN 

$3,450 

1937-D 3 Leg Buffalo Nickel 

NGC MS 64 

$6,325 

1916-D Mercury Dime 

PCGS MS 66 FB 

$74,750 

1926-D Mercury Dime 

PCGS MS 67 FB 

$27,600 

1806 Bust Quarter 

NGC MS 63 

$11,500 

1814/3 Bust Half Dollar 

NGC MS 66 

$48,875 

1921-D Walking Lib Half 

NGC MS 63 

$12,650 

1851-D $1 Gold 

NGC MS 63 

$10,925 

1854-D $1 Gold 

PCGS MS 62 

$13,225 

1805 $5 Gold 

NGC MS 62 

$15,525 


At the beginning of 2005, Carson City Twenties were not on many collectors’ radar. 
Occasionally, they showed up in major auctions and usually saw active bidding but 
not much competition. Nowadays, you will find several of them in most sales, and 
the competition is often quite fierce. The five most common dates — 1874 CC, 
1875 CC, 1876 CC, 1884 CC and 1890 CC — may have the highest original 
mintages, but the 1874 CC is typically offered only in grades below Mint State. The 
others may appear in MS 60 or MS 61, but not very often. The following chart 
shows the FMV of some of the better date Carson City Twenties in January 2005 
against the current FMV. 


Date & Grade 

1870 CC AU 50 

1871 CC AU 50 

1872 CC AU 50 


Jan 2005 FMV 

$215,630 

$19,380 

$4,800 


July 2010 FMV 

$412,500 

$31,880 

$9,530 
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1873 CC AU 50 $5,090 

1877 CC AU 55 $3,250 

1878 CC AU 55 $9,060 

1879 CC AU 55 $9,380 

1885 CC AU 55 $6,560 

1891 CC AU 55 $10,630 

1893 CC AU 55 $2,030 


$10,590 

$6,830 

$14,110 

$19,830 

$10,600 

$16,710 

$4,450 


As you can see from this chart, the FMV has jumped considerably in the last five 
years. Most of the other grades will show comparable results as well. Carson City 
Twenties are not only rare, but they have a very strong following and when they are 
available, there is aggressive competition. In addition, if they have extra eye appeal 
for the grade, they will attract spirited bidding. 

This article is a guest article written by: 



The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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USA Coin Album: Favorite 
Numismatic Anomalies, Part I 

Posted on 7/14/2010 

This month David W. Lange reviews numismatic anomalies, items of trivia observed 
over a lifetime of collecting and studying US coinage. 

Though the US Mint has strived to maintain absolute consistency in its 
coinage over the past century, there still have been a number of odd or 
irregular coins issued in that time. I’m not speaking of popular varieties such as 
repunched mintmarks and doubled dies; instead, I want to address more significant 
variations that required a conscious decision on the part of one or more persons to 
affect. Longtime readers of this column will recognize some of the coins described 
this month and next from previous issues of The Numismatist, in which I addressed 
them in other contexts. These oddities remain compelling enough to me, however, 
that I believe they are worthy of a second look. 

The first item of study is the Large S mintmark that appears on a portion of the 
1928 coinage from San Francisco. Before the 1980s, all mintmarks were applied at 
the Philadelphia Mint’s Engraving Department with hand tools. From mid-1917 until 
late in 1941, a single "S" mintmark punch was employed on all dies shipped to the 
San Francisco Mint for domestic coinage. This mintmark was small, uniform in 
thickness and had square dimensions with small serifs. Some of the 1928-S 
coinage, however, is known bearing a taller mintmark of rectangular dimensions 
and having a broader diagonal stroke. These are distinguished in coin catalogs as 
Small S and Large S varieties, when they are mentioned at all. 

Far from being a new punch, the Large S mintmark was actually an antique. This 
same style mintmark appears on many coins of the 1880s, including Morgan dollars 
and gold issues. It seems to have been retired shortly thereafter in favor of 
mintmark punches of similar dimensions but having less bulbous diagonals. 
Whether it was revived in 1928 by accident or design is unknown today, but 
someone at the Engraving Department had to notice that it was not the normal 
punch for that period. 1928-S cents and dimes having the Large S are rather 
scarce, particularly Uncirculated, while there appear to be only slight differentials in 
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rarity for quarters and halves. The Small S pieces are described in numismatic 
references as being the scarcer of the two varieties for quarters, but a small hoard 
of gem 1928-S issues that surfaced recently included nearly all Small S coins. 
1928-S nickels all have the Small S, as do the silver dollars. The dollars were 
coined very early in that year, implying that the Large S dies seen on other 
denominations were prepared in later months. 

Speaking of mintmark sizes, another popular variety is the 1945-S Mercury dime 
having a Micro S. This variety caused a lot of buzz when it was first publicized in 
the early 1960s, initial reports being that it was rare. We now know that several dies 
received this mintmark punch and that the Micro S variety, while still forming a 
minority of 1945-S dimes, is readily available in nice condition. This tiny letter "S" 
came from another old tool revived years after its last previous usage. Created for 
the reduced size of USA-Philippines coinage, it appears on the 10- and 20- 
centavos pieces dated 1907-19 struck at the San Francisco Mint. Its does not seem 
to have been thereafter until 1945, when someone at the Philadelphia Mint revived 
this vintage instrument for a single batch of dies headed west. Since several styles 
of "S" mintmarks were used during the stepped-up production of the early 1940s, 
it’s quite possible that no one gave this anomaly much notice at the time. 

Another oddity from the San Francisco Mint, and one not so easily understood, 
concerns the quarter dollars coined there in 1937. These all have an obverse rim 
that is clearly much broader and deeper than on 1937-dated quarters from the 
other two mints. Indeed, this feature is unique not only to that mint but to the year 
1937. Not easily seen on Uncirculated coins, it becomes quite evident when 
examining worn pieces. Look at any set of heavily used Washington quarters, and 
you’ll see that the obverse rim is still complete and distinct on the 1937-S piece, 
even though its reverse may be worn down well into the lettering. It sticks out easily 
among the other coins in the album. 

The Washington quarter design experienced a number of growing pains between 
1932 and 1938, with several versions of the obverse master hub evident for certain 
dates in that range. The reverse, too, was modified in 1934, a fact almost never 
mentioned in the numismatic literature, perhaps because this again is evident only 
when examining worn coins. The 1932-dated issues of all three mints have much 
more durable reverse rims than those of later dates. The typical silver quarter dated 
1934 or later will grade lower on its reverse than its obverse because the original 
reverse hub was replaced with one having lower rims. This may have been done to 
facilitate fuller strikes on the obverse, but no correspondence concerning this 
matter has been found. What makes the 1937-S quarter unique among such 
series-wide changes is that the modifications appear to have been made to the 
working dies, perhaps at the San Francisco Mint itself rather than at Philadelphia. 
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Next month I’ll continue my review of some of my favorite numismatic anomalies, 
items of trivia observed over a lifetime of collecting and studying US coinage. 

David W. Lange's column, "USA Coin Album," appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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This counterfeit quarter dollar likely wasn’t made to fool collectors, but to circulate 
as money. Let’s take a look at the signs that show us it’s not genuine. 

As we’ve said in previous Counterfeit Detection columns, no US coinage issue is 
immune from counterfeiting. Classic rarities and key dates, like the 1804 dollar and 
the 1916-D dime, are frequent targets of counterfeiting, but so too are more 
common coins. In fact, virtually every classic US coin has been counterfeited. NGC 
has even encountered complete date and mintmark sets of Morgan Dollars, Seated 
Liberty Half Dollars and Trade Dollars — all fake! 



Counterfeit 1924-S Standing Liberty Quarter 
click image to enlarge 

While the origins of this 1924-S Standing Liberty Quarter are not precisely known, 
it’s believed to be a Depression-era counterfeit, made to circulate at its face value. 
In other words, it’s an old fake. Many such contemporary fakes are seen in average 
circulated grades and have fairly obvious flaws that don’t fool collectors, but 
wouldn’t have caused any hiccup in daily commerce. While 1921 and 1923-S 
quarters, among other dates, can be worth several hundred dollars in fine 
condition, the 1924-S is worth only about $40. Usually, it’s just not worth a 
counterfeiter’s time to focus too much effort on replicating a circulated 1924-S 
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quarter — although uncirculated copies and coins altered to appear full head do 
exist for this date. 


genuine 
shows a 
serifs. It 
seen on 


All the details of this coin are "mushy" and 
indistinct, even for a circulated example. That 
alone should cause any authenticator to pick 
up a magnifier and take a closer look. 
Authentication examinations usually start by 
looking at the date and mintmark. Without 
question, the first thing worthy of close 
examination on this coin is its mintmark. On 
examples the mintmark will be tall, upright and have serifs. This coin 
misshapen mintmark that is comparatively squat, leaning and without 
is rather crudely rendered and rough in appearance, rather unlike the mark 
genuine coins. 



click image to enlarge 


Although this coin is low-grade, it’s worth 
looking for tooling marks or other die flaws 
that help to identify it. A series of raised lines 
are visible under the "Y" in "LIBERTY." While 
heavy die polish does appear on some 
genuine Standing Liberty Quarters of this era, 
these marks are deeper than they should be, 
as though they were created with a file or on 
an improperly prepared die. An unusual die 
feature like this isn’t always condemning, but 

taken in combination with the bad mintmark, there’s enough evidence to make this 
an open-and-shut case. 



click image to enlarge 
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Ancients: Famous Romans You 
Can Collect, Part V 

Posted on 7/20/2010 

David Vagi continues his discussion of some of the most important issuers of 
Roman coins in the fifth of a multi-part series. 



1. Roman Republican Denarius, after c. 211 B.C. This coin breaks with our 
guiding theme since it was struck long before famous individuals began to issue 
coins of their own, but it is worth taking the opportunity to recognize the 
approximately 350 years of Roman coinage before the empire. The coinage was 
quite varied in this period, and included gold, silver and base metal coins in a wide 
range of denominations. Shown here is a "typical" early denarius, struck starting in 
about 211 B.C. Many of these denarii bear the names of moneyers, the officials in 
charge of coinage in any particular year. This happens to be an anonymous piece 
from about 207 B.C. It shows on its obverse the helmeted head of the goddess 
Roma, and on its reverse the Dioscuri, riding into battle with lances at the ready. 
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2. Nero, emperor A.D. 54-68. The Julio-Claudian dynasty lasted nearly a century, 
and though it began with one of the most effective rulers in history (Augustus, 27 
B.C to A.D. 14), it ended with one of the least capable: Nero. He is remembered for 
his rivalry with his mother, whom he eliminated early in his reign, and his personal 
excesses once he was free of her influence. He considered himself an artist of the 
highest order, and he tried to incorporate his artistic views into many matters that 
required a more practical approach. During his reign, a tragic fire swept through 
Rome that was so severe Nero had to extract great sums of money from the 
provinces to pay for the rebuilding of the capital. Eventually, revolts in the provinces 
toppled his regime, and he chose suicide over execution. His distinctive portrait can 
be seen on this silver tetradrachm struck in A.D. 63/4 at the city of Laodicea in 
Syria; its reverse shows the turreted and veiled city goddess, Tyche. 




3. Galba, emperor A.D. 68-69. One of the provincial governors who caused Nero’s 
downfall was Galba, a man of great wealth and political connections who had been 
prominent in the empire since the reign of Augustus. He was a governor in Spain 
when Vindex, a governor in Gaul, revolted; not long after, a governor from North 
Africa did the same. Fortunately for Galba, the mere news of the outbreaks in the 
provinces caused Nero’s government to collapse, and by the time Galba arrived in 
Rome, it was his for the taking. He reigned during uneasy times, and there were 
fresh challenges from an insider named Otho (the governor of Lusitania who had 
accompanied Galba to Rome) and a governor in Germany named Vitellius. Galba 
might have survived if he had been more generous with his bribes, but that was not 
his way. Instead, he fell victim to a coup led by Otho, who had generously paid the 
praetorian guards. A stern, elderly portrait of Galba appears on this brass sestertius 
struck at the Rome Mint. 
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4. Valerian I, emperor A.D. 253-260. The imperial crisis, which had been gaining 
momentum over the last few decades, reached its peak with the capture of this 
emperor by the Sasanians in A.D. 260. Valerian and his son Gallienus came to 
power in 253 through rebellion, and both of their reigns were plagued by uprisings 
by subordinates and invasions by enemies along the borders. Both men’s lives 
ended under violent circumstances: Gallienus was murdered in a coup eight years 
after Valerian was treacherously captured in northwestern Mesopotamia while 
negotiating for his plague-ridden army. We have no idea how many years Valerian 
survived, though it is said that the Persian King Shapur kept him in a cage to use 
as a stepping-stool when mounting his horse. When he finally died, Valerian’s body 
was skinned, stuffed and preserved for display in Shapur’s palace. An unusually 
fine portrait of Valerian appears on this bronze sestertius struck early in his reign. 



5. Postumus, Romano-Gallic emperor A.D. 260-269. At the height of the imperial 
crisis, A.D. 260 (when the emperor Valerian I was captured in the East), a fresh 
rebellion was launched in the West by Postumus, a governor in Roman Germany. 
Though it resulted in the creation of a separatist empire, the initial act was one of 
self-preservation: The Alemanni and the Franks had invaded the heart of the 
western part of the empire, and the panicked army hailed their own leader, 
Postumus, to be emperor. His regime lasted nearly a decade - an amazing feat in 
the chaotic West, and after his murder Postumus’ "empire" survived five more years 
until it was reintegrated into the empire. While the success of Postumus revealed a 
weakness in the empire, it did much to preserve that part of the Roman world. The 
rebels’ distinctive portrait appears on this double-denarius struck at Cologne. 



6. Claudius II, emperor A.D. 268-270. The reign of Claudius II, "Gothicus," was 
the turning point of Roman fortunes in the 3rd Century A.D. He assumed power in 
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A.D. 268 upon the murder of the unfairly maligned emperor Gallienus (253-268), in 
whose overthrow he had participated. He waged brilliant campaigns against the 
Germans and the Goths, who were ravaging Roman territory. Unfortunately, on yet 
a third defensive campaign - this time against the Vandals - he succumbed to the 
plague, thus ending his short but glorious reign. He was succeeded by his less 
fortunate half-brother, Quintillus, who soon was murdered and replaced by the 
general Aurelian (270-275). Interestingly, the memory of Claudius II was more 
revered than any other "soldier emperor" of the age. The future emperor 
Constantine I “the Great” even claimed him - fictionally - as an ancestor. This billon 
double-denarius, with his distinctive "soldier portrait" celebrates Claudius’ victories 
against the Germans. 



7. Vabalathus, ruler in Palmyra, A.D. 267-272. The desert oasis of Palmyra was a 
point of interchange for caravans bringing to the Rome Empire goods from Arabia, 
India and beyond. As the fortunes of Rome declined in the 250s and 260s, Palmyra 
and its King Odenaethus were the key defense for the Roman provinces in the 
East. When Odenaethus died in 267 under mysterious circumstances, control 
passed to one of his wives, Zenobia, and her son Vabalathus. Relations 
deteriorated between Rome and Palmyra until the emperor Gallienus (253-268) led 
an unsuccessful campaign against Zenobia and Vabalathus. In response, the 
Palmyrenes occupied Roman lands in the East, including Egypt. A period of 
stalemate followed until 272, when mother and son took Roman titles, forcing the 
emperor Aurelian (270-275) to lead an army against them. Aurelian was victorious 
and brought Zenobia and Vabalathus to Rome as trophies for his triumph. Shown 
here is a billon double-denarius Vabalathus struck also bearing the portrait of 
Aurelian. 
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8. Carausius, Romano-British emperor, A.D. 286/7-293. Not long after Diocletian 
(284-305) named Maximian (286-305) his co-emperor, a competitor emerged. 
Carausius was a local soldier who, to become naval commander, was appointed to 
clear pirates from the English Channel. Reports soon suggested he was pocketing 
much of the captured loot, and that he was going to be arrested and executed. 
Before this happened, Carausius rebelled and set up his own government in Britain 
and on the shore of Gaul. His new "empire" survived multiple attacks by Maximian, 
who in 293 appointed Constantius I as his Caesar, seemingly with the purpose of 
eliminating Carausius. The rebel’s reign ended after he lost his continental 
strongholds to Constantius and was returning to Britain, where he was murdered by 
his successor, Allectus, who managed to survive for another three years. This billon 
double-denarius shows Carausius and Spes, the Roman goddess of hope. 



9. Galerius, emperor A.D. 305-311. Remembered for his zealous persecution of 
Christians, Galerius was hailed Caesar by Diocletian (284-305) in 293, and acted 
as his subordinate at various times in the Balkans and the Eastern provinces. After 
some initial humiliations, Galerius’ prestige grew until he had become more 
powerful than Diocletian, whose health was failing by the time of his abdication in 
305. Galerius, however, had none of Diocletian’s genius for managing an empire, 
and he alienated many imperial contenders while appointing loyal, but incompetent 
men to high positions. He was vilified by Christian writers of the time, one of whom 
took great pleasure in describing the gruesome manner of his death, apparently by 
cancer. Shown here is an ornate billon nummus struck for Galerius after his death 
and deification by his former son-in-law, Maxentius. 



10. Honorius, Western Roman emperor A.D. 393-423. Honorius became 
emperor when merely nine years old and reigned for 30 years when the western 
portion of the empire was under pressure on many fronts. During his reign coins 
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were struck by no less than seven rebels who challenged his authority. Honorius 
apparently was little more than a figurehead, with the main source of authority 
being his half-Vandal Master of Soldiers, Flavius Stilicho. Tensions between East 
and West rose to a new level during the reign of Honorius, who was unable to 
contain Stilicho and was constantly under threat by Visigoths and Ostrogoths. Two 
of the most tragic events in Roman history - a great invasion over the frozen Rhine 
in 406 and the sack of Rome by Visigoths in 410 - occurred during his reign. 
Honorius died of natural causes at age 39, after which a usurper named Johannes 
seized control. The luckless emperor is portrayed on this gold solidus from the mint 
of Milan, in northern Italy; the reverse shows the emperor holding a labarum and 
trampling upon a barbarian captive. 

Images courtesy of CNG. 
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NGC Grading On-site at the ANA 
World's Fair of Money 

Posted on 7/20/2010 

NGC will offer grading and Details Grading, as well as encapsulation in our state- 
of-the-art holder. All coins submitted for on-site grading will be evaluated for Plus 
Designation at time of grading. 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation at the ANA World's Fair of Money, 
Monday, August 9, through Friday, August 15. Please check with NGC Customer 
Service for daily submission cut-off times. NGC will be at booth 704. 

NGC will be offering NGC Details Grading for coins that exhibit detrimental surface 
conditions. It will be provided automatically and at no additional charge for all on¬ 
site grading submissions. Submitters can request to opt out of this service if they 
prefer to have such coins returned ungraded. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView® Holder. Please read below for complete details on the services offered 
during the show: 

Gold Special $50 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 and under (5-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough $65 per coin 

Coins valued at $1,500 and under. 

WalkThrough $100 per coin 

Coins valued from $1,501 to $100,000. 

Expedite WalkThrough $150 per coin 

Guaranteed four-hour turnaround, coins valued at 
$100,000 and under. 

Coins are returned within four hours or regular show 
pricing applies. 

High-Value WalkThrough $200 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued from $100,001 to 
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$500,000. 


Unlimited Value WalkThrough 


$500 per coin 


Four-hour turnaround, coins valued above $500,000. 


Show ReHolder 


$10 per coin 


A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC 
holder is placed in a new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView 
Holder. 


NCS Crossover 


$10 per coin 


A coin in an NCS holder is NGC Details Graded. 

Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, except 
for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, Fla. These include World services, 
ancient coin services, Early Bird, economy, bulk, special designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept 
submissions of the following coins at this show for on-site grading or regular service 
submissions to be returned to the NGC offices: 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early 
Releases, American Liberty Series and 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These 
submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, Fla., by the submitter. 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 
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Expert Consultations at the ANA 
World's Fair of Money in Boston 

Posted on 7/20/2010 

Renowned numismatists Mark Salzberg and David Camire will offer free 
consultations to collectors at the NGC tables during the ANA World's Fair of Money 
in Boston, August 11-13, 2010. 

The consultations will be one-on-one and provide the opportunity to gain unique 
insight into coin grade and surface condition by having up to three coins examined 
by these leading experts. These evaluations are completely free, but space is very 
limited and we recommend that collectors come to the NGC booth, #704, early to 
reserve space in line (note dates and times below). 


Mark Salzberg 

Consultations Offered: 
Wednesday, August 11, 2:00 to 
3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, August 12, 2:00 to 
3:00 p.m. 

Friday, August 13,11:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. 

Even just a few minutes with Mark Salzberg can change a 
collector’s perception of what factors are important in determining 
a coin’s grade and what makes a coin special. The legendary 
coin grader and chairman of NGC is the industry’s leading 
authority on professional coin certification, having personally 
graded nearly every significant collection and rarity to come to 
market in the past two decades. 

By examining your own coins, he’ll help you to understand why 
and how a coin’s grade is determined. He can explain why a 
grade already assigned to a coin is correct (or not!) and why a 
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particular coin might be ineligible for certification. The goal of 
these consultations is to highlight what’s most important about 
grading the series that you collect so you can build the best 
collection possible. 



Consultations Offered: 
Wednesday, August 11, 3:00 to 
4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, August 12, 3:00 to 
4:00 p.m. 

Friday, August 13,12:00 to 
1:00 p.m. 


David Camire 


David Camire will provide free evaluations to help you select 
coins that might benefit from professional conservation. By 
examining your own coins, he can help you understand and 
identify surface features that may present problems and can 
inform your future purchasing decisions. 

As president of NCS, Camire has pioneered numismatic 
conservation and has served as a conservation consultant to the 
Smithsonian Institution and many of the world’s most important 
collections. He is also an expert in coinage production, which 
informs both his conservation methodology and his study of mint 
error coinage, for which he is a contributor to the Redbook. 


Consultations are offered on a first-come, first-served basis. Since time is limited, 
NGC requests that you have three coins pre-selected and ready for examination. 
Coins to be evaluated may be raw (uncertified) or certified and encapsulated. 
Please visit the NGC booth during the ANA World's Fair of Money in Boston with 
questions about these consultations and other services offered during the 
convention. 
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Collectors Society Scheduled 
Down Time ** Monday, July 26, 

2010 at 1:00 pm ** 

Posted on 7/23/2010 

The new site is almost here! 

The Collectors Society website will be offline on Monday, July 26 from 1:00 pm. The 
scheduled outage will last for four to five hours until approximately 5:00 pm. 

Please make sure to have submitted any open web pages before the down time. If 
you are in the middle of editing a set or article when the site goes down you will 
lose any unsaved work. Changes processed before 1:00 pm will not be affected. 

During this time, the Message Boards and the grading service websites will remain 
online. 

For more information, please see this previously posted announcement. 
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The Collection Manager Is Now 
Available 

Posted on 7/27/2010 

NGC Collectors Society has launched a new web feature that allows collectors to 
manage their entire coin collections online, securely and for free. 

NGC Collectors Society has unveiled its 
newest web feature - the Collection 
Manager. This new comprehensive tool 
allows collectors to organize and track their 
entire coin collections online in a secure, 
password-protected environment. It is 
completely free to use, and requires only a 

Click to watch Features video > 

free membership in the NGC Collectors 
Society. 

Watch "Features at a Glance" video to learn more > 

The goal of the NGC Collectors Society is to enable collectors to build better 
collections by providing the tools, community and resources they need. New 
features are planned and developed based on feedback from members. The 
addition of the Collection Manager is the most significant enhancement to the 
Collectors Society toolkit since the initial launch of the NGC Registry in 2002. Since 
that time, more than 500,000 coins have been registered in nearly 60,000 individual 
NGC Registry Sets. 
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The Collection Manager screen 
click image to enlarge 

Collection Manager relies on an easy-to-use, intuitive interface that allows 
collectors to maintain records of all the coins in their collections - including US, 
World and ancient coins, both certified and raw. Collectors can also store 
information about coins they want to buy and coins they have already sold or 
traded. Current market values are automatically displayed for all US coins tracked 
in the Collection Manager. Accurate market information is supplied by leading, 
independent price guide NumisMedia. 
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One of the unique features of the Collection 
Manager is that it seamlessly integrates with 
the NGC Registry, the largest and most 
advanced online showcase of coin collections. 
As of launch, coins included in NGC Registry 
Competitive Sets and Custom Sets (formerly 
called Signature Sets) are pre-loaded into the 
Collection Manager and are already available 
for private record-keeping. A new feature is 
that, in addition to public Registry Sets, 
collectors can create private Custom Sets that 
are visible only to them. These private sets 
allow collectors to group coins to keep their 
collection organized, and unlike public sets, they can contain raw coins and coins 
graded by any company. As in the past, only NGC- and PCGS-certified coins can 
be displayed publicly in the NGC Registry. 


The Edit Coin screen 
click image to enlarge 


Security and privacy for Collectors Society members is a high priority. Information 
tracked in the Collection Manager is visible only to the owner of a particular coin 
when logged in to the Collectors Society and coins are never displayed publicly 
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unless they are added to a Registry Set that is publicly visible. Purchase and sale 
records are always kept private and cannot be publicly displayed. To maintain 
collectors’ privacy, the owner of a set is only identified by a Public Name, a 
pseudonym supplied by the user. 

In addition to enabling complete online record 
management, a new reporting module allows 
collectors to generate various inventory 
reports, financial performance reports and 
want-list reports. The reports are pre-formatted 
and can be filtered by date range, by coins 
with a specific status (owned, sold, traded or 
wanted) or by coins within a specific 
Competitive or Custom Set. Additionally, all reports can be exported to a PDF file, 
Excel spreadsheet or other popular file types. 

Because the Collection Manager takes full advantage of the latest technology, 
users will experience optimal performance with the most current browser versions. 
NGC recommends that members using Internet Explorer 7 and earlier versions 
upgrade to Internet Explorer 8 for a better site experience. Users of current 
versions of Firefox, Safari, Chrome and Opera browsers should not encounter any 
issues. 

Watch "Features at a Glance" video to learn more > 
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The Report Starter screen 
click image to enlarge 
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Upcoming Champion Hong 
Kong Auction features a 
selection of Chinese coins from 
the Ultima Collection. 

Posted on 7/28/2010 

All coins in the August 22 auction are certified by Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 
(NGC). 

The Ultima Collection features some of the most important Chinese and East Asian 
coins in existence. Among the auction listings are Chinese Empire minor Silver and 
Copper coins from a long-standing American collection. Also presented is a group 
of Copper Pattern coins from another American collection, including an extremely 
rare Yunnan Dollar pattern with raised edge, whose heritage may include the 
Schuler Company. Visit our Ultima Gallery to view some of the extremely rare 
highlights of this auction. 

The auction will be held on August 22, 2010, at the Hyatt Regency Hong Kong. For 
complete information visit Champion’s multi-lingual Web site, www.cghka.com. 
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Lot 016. CHINA. Yuan Shi Kai Silver Dollar w/L. Giorgi Signature, 1914, NGC PF 
66 . 



Lot 015. CHINA. Sun Yat Sen Silver 10 Cent, 1912, NGC MS 63. 
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Lot 026. CHINA. Emperor Kuang Hsu Fantasy Gold Dollar, ND, NGC MS 61. 
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